
There is no painting or drawing of 
mine that does not follow exactly a 

vision of the world.

- Pablo Picasso 
(Thibault, Claude 1999)

In his work, everything is staked on 
sensation and desire. His aim was 

not to argue coherence but to go for 
the strongest level of feeling. He 

conveyed it with tremendous plastic 
force, making you feel the weight of 

forms and the tension of their 
relationships mainly by drawing and 

tonal structure. He was never a 
great colorist, like Matisse or Pierre 
Bonnard. But through metaphor, he 

crammed layers of meaning 
together to produce flashes of 

revelation. 

- Excerpt from “The Artist PABLO
PICASSO”, TIME Magazine, Robert 
Hughes

During the 25 years he has 
dominated modern European art, 

his enemies say he has been a 
corrupting influence. With equal 

violence, his friends say he is the 
greatest artist alive.

- Excerpt from Time Inc. 1940, 
page 56

The essential thing is to do what you 
want to do.

- Pablo Picasso (Widmaier 2002)



In spite of everything, there is still no 
more wonderful vocation than to 

continue to tolerate events and to 
work on in the name of our mission, 
in the name of that spirit which lives 
on in our teaching and in our vision 

of humanity and art, the spirit which 
can lead us Jews down the true and 

just path. But along the way, peoples 
will spill our blood, and that of 

others. 

- Marc Chagall (1991)

I don't know where he [Marc 
Chagall] gets those images; he 

must have an angel in his head.

- Pablo Picasso 
(Harriss 2003)

If I create from the heart, nearly 
everything works; if from the head, 

almost nothing.

 - Marc Chagall (Capulong n.d.)

Throughout his 75-year career, 
during which he produced an 

astounding 10,000 works, Chagall 
continued to incorporate figurative 

and narrative elements (however 
enigmatic) into his paintings. His 

warm, human pictorial universe, full 
of personal metaphor, set him apart 
from much of 20th-century art, with 

its intellectual deconstruction of 
objects and arid abstraction. As a 

result, the public has generally loved 
his work, while the critics were often 

dismissive, complaining of 
sentimentality, repetition and the 

use of stock figures.

- Excerpt from “The Elusive Marc 
Chagall.” Smithsonian Magazine, 

Joseph Harris 


