
In ancient times, during the Indus Civilization, 
travellers often migrated South towards India. 
The Indus River system played a major role in 
providing a one-way path for traders, scholars, 
artists, and missionaries. This passage was later 
exploited by foreign invaders who crossed from 
Europe through Central Asia and into India for 
conquest, power, and greed. The route was then 
turned into a two-way passage for trading 
purposes, and for those escaping unsettling 
conditions. Many rulers attempted to conquer 
India and the surrounding areas using this route 
throughout history. In 1858, the British Empire 
colonized the region for a period of 90 years. By 
1947 the British had left the region and created a 
partition dividing the borders between Pakistan 
and India. Understanding the historical human 
migration in Asia and the many civilizations, 
cultures, languages, religions, and arts that 
passed down these ancient routes provides the 
basis to learning about its contemporary 
landscape.

As an extremely multicultural and historically 
complex region, the constant displacement and 
hostility experienced by the people who live 
along these borderlands has cultivated stories 
and realities far beyond many of our personal 
experiences and understandings. Tracing migra-
tion and neocolonial history along with the effects 
of war provides our contemporary, Western, 
world a better understanding of the devastating 
and permanent effects of colonial invasion and 
its role in forming contemporary geography and 
cultural identities.
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Bleeding Borders looks at communities living along 
Pakistan’s borderlands, which includes India, Iran, 
and Afghanistan. Living in constant political turmoil, 
experiencing extremism, ethnic violence, poverty, 
and mixed cultures, these communities cross 
between borders for survival. This exhibition exam-
ines ancient historical routes, political interests, 
foreign intervention, and the living situations at the 
borders.

Many rulers have attempted to conquer the region 
throughout history. In 1858, the British Empire ruled 
for 90 years until the partition which divided the 
borders between Pakistan and India. Amin 
Rehman’s deep knowledge of this history inspired 
him to travel ancient trading routes through the 
region’s contemporary borderlands. Rehman 
investigated the migration of people through these 
routes and traced metaphorical steps that Central 
Asian invaders took to reach India. The resulting 
artworks guide us through untold and hidden stories, 
shedding light on an assortment of poor living 
conditions and repercussions of colonial rulership. 
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English is a foreign language (Neon installation), 2021

Gallery view

Mahmud of Ghazni, Mixed Media on Paper, 2021 My forefathers, Mixed Media on Paper, 2021

We are in part, Mixed Media on Paper, 2021 Hard days, Mixed Media on Paper, 2021
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Ilam ul Yaqeen, Haq ul Yaqeen, Ain ul Yaqeen (Neon installation), 2021

 

Artist’s Journey

The usage of multiple languages from the region 
and the manipulation of English text in the artwork 
encourages us to reflect on the complexities of the 
shifting regional and cultural identities, along with 
challenging colonial thought biases and stereotypes 
against South Asian cultures. Through a series of 
mixed media, video, and neon installations, Bleed-
ing Borders shares the stories of real lived experi-
ences from these borderlands, investigates the 
complexities of cultural globalization, and highlights 
issues of post-colonial ideologies and capitalism.


