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Region 1: Northwest Alberta 

Curated by Jamie-Lee Cormier ©  2026 Art Gallery of Grande Prairie 

In this exhibition, the artists drew on life experiences to reveal what brings 
hope, joy, love and peace into their world. It is their hope that viewers feel 
and embrace what these works hold. In today’s world we sometimes need 
a bit of hope to help us get by. For some, hope is an active mindset and 
emotional anchor that lets us envision a better tomorrow, fostering resilience 
during adversity. 

Hopeful Fragments
this show came to fruition. Together, they created a show of tiny works meant 
to provide comfort, strength, along with the belief that positive change is 
possible. When experiencing Brenda Schenk’s intuitive energy paintings, 

the viewer hope, joy, love and peace with fragments of space and feeling. 

Hope arrives entwined with the reality of emotions that challenge us. Viktoriia 

been enduring profound challenges - war, displacement and threats to its 

and natural motifs to the fore - even in dark times. In Shauna-Lee Billwiller’s 
Soulmate, a magpie takes centre stage and shows the beauty of how life 
and death are intertwined. Hope is not just optimism: it is the active pursuit 

move forward when we want to give up. 

HOPEFULfragments

features five Peace Region artists who have not met until

take a minute to see the hidden images that appear in the free-flowing paint.
Fabric works by Michelle Forester and Desirée Desrochers-Pequeno offer

Polishchuks created her work at a time when her homeland, Ukraine, has 

cultural identity. She embraced the Petrykivka style, bringing bright floral

of goals despite difficult circumstances. It lifts us up and motivates us to 
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